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O 282658Z JUN 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 150098 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TECH 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED ERD A/SWEDISH NUCLEAR FUEL SUPPLY COMPANY 
(SKBF) EXCHANGE ARRANGEMENT-RADIOACTIVE WASTE STORAGE 

1 . THIS IS TO INFORM EMBASSY THAT ERDA AND SKBF ARE 
CONSIDERING THREE- YEAR COOPERATIVE PROGRAM CONCERNING 
TERMINAL STORAGE OE RADIOACTIVE WASTE (SPENT FUEL OR 
PROCESSED WASTE) IN DEEP GEOLOGIC FORMATION. COPY OF THE 
PROPOSED COVERING AGREEMENT BEING AIRMAILED TO AMEMBASSY 
SCIENCE COUNSELLOR. WHILE APPROVED BY ERDA, AGREEMENT 
STILL SUBJECT TO SWEDISH APPROVAL. (COPY DISPATCHED JUNE 
17 TO SKBF VIA, COURIER.) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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2. EIELD WORK UNDER THE AGREEMENT WOULD TAKE PLACE IN 
SWEDEN, UTILIZING STRIPA MINE. ELECTRIC HEATERS (NOT 
RADWASTE) WOULD BE USED TO SIMULATE ENERGY OUTPUT OF 
RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL. 

3. A GROUP OF ERDA CONTRACTOR EMPLOYEES HOPES TO ARRIVE IN 
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STOCKHOLM ABOUT JUNE 27 TO PREPARE EOR EIELD WORK. ERDA 
PROJECT LEADER, PAUL WITHERSPOON (LAWRENCE BERKELEY 

LABORATORY/UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA) PLANS TO CONTACT 
EMBASSY SCIENCE COUNSELOR ON ARRIVAL TO ACQUAINT HIM 
WITH PLANNED PROGRAM. 

4. PLEASE CONTACT APPROPRIATE GOS OFFICIALS TO INDICATE 
YOU ARE AWARE OF COOPERATIVE PROGRAM AND REITERATE OUR 
EXPECTATION THAT, IN ACCORD WITH DRAFT AGREEMENT, BILATERAL 
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THIS PROJECT WOULD BE CONSIDERED FOR 
INCLUSION IN RESEARCH FRAMEWORK OF INTERNATIONAL ENERGY 
AGENCY IF AGENCY SHOULD INITIATE PROGRAM OR PROGRAMS IN 
THIS AREA. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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